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THE BUILDING AND IT’S USE 

Today's ruin was never a castle, but a tower with a base of twelve meters square and probably two 

floors. The Ruin of Kronast is special by the fact that it gives us a very good idea of a solid house, as 

it was common for the nobility in the Middle Ages. The small building may was used as a summer or 

hunt seat. 

In the wall holes between the two floors you can still find remains of charred beams of the 

intermediate floor. This and the red-colored stones inside indicate destruction by fire. There are two 

loopholes on the north and south walls. The west and south walls each have a 50 cm high Gothic 

window. Below the window in the west wall there is a large hole that was excavated later. The 

entrance must have been in the east wall, which now no longer exists. 

HOLDER OF THE BUILDING 

The first documented mention was in 1334, when the county judge of the Machland in Freistadt, 

Friedrich Schrautolf, received permission to build a building at this location by the territorial prince. At 

that time the land was owned by the Monastery St. Florian. He called the tower Chrannest, what can 

be translated as crow's nest. In 1377 Hans Lasperger bought the estate.  

Then the Hussites moved across the country and plundered and devastated entire regions. Between 

1425 and 1436 Neumarkt also suffered from the Hussite Wars. "Nicht hussen!" is an Austrian saying, 

if someone incites people.  This expression goes back to the Czech reformer Jan Hus, who did not 

recognize the infallibility of the Pope. When Jan Hus was executed in 1415, this sparked not only in 

Bohemia a storm of indignation. The Hussite movement was formed and went marauding through the 

countryside. On the hunt for prey, the Hussites were in Neumarkt, too. The manor house in Kronast 

was apparently destroyed. 

Over time the name changed to Kronest, today Kronast and was transferred to the surrounding 

houses. Thus, in 1443 was reported on a tailor, 1455 on a Piberhofer, on Eyschiel and on half of a 

farmstead building in Kronest.  

From 1455 Caspar Alharting was owning Kronast, in 1508, it became prince's fief. Veit Zelking sold 

1527 half of the "castle" to the estate of Piberhof and in the same year to Countess Thürheim of 

Castle Weinberg. 

In 1602 the Eischielgut next to a ruinous outbuilding (beym eden Stöckhl) in the parish of Neumarkt is 

mentioned. Accordingly, the building was already empty and left to rot. It is expected, that the 

building burned again in the second half of the 16th Century and has not been rebuilt.  
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LOCATION OF THE BUILDING 

You can walk to the Ruin of Kronast on the “Zeißberg trail” to Schwandtendorf, then continue on the 

dirt road to the Restaurant Kronast. The ruin is not visible from the street in Kronast, since the area is 

completely overgrown by trees and bushes. If you go from the tennis court to the small hill in the 

south, you encounter the walls. 

N 48.4537999, E 14.4751310 / N 48° 27.228‘, E 14° 28.50786‘ 

Next adress: Kronast 2, 4212 Neumarkt im Mühlkreis, Austria 
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